THE HIGH MIDDLE AGES
movements of an English force on the far side of the Wye
when he was surprised and killed and his head sent to the
King. The Welsh chieftains began to capitulate one after
another when the news reached them, at the very end of the
year 1282, and by the midsummer of the next year, 1283,
Edward was completely master. He put David to death as a
traitor, established courts of justice in Wales on the English
model, and built, in order to hold the country, those splendid
castles which still remain as evidence of the greatness of the
time—the greatest of all is at Carnarvon. By 1284 the province
was feudally dependent upon the English Crown. It was not
wholly incorporated into England; nor was its language, nor
for the moment its tribal customs, lost; but Wales had ceased
to be wholly independent.
The Conquest of Scotland. The subjection of Scotland,
or rather the incorporation of Scotland into one feudal realm
under Edward, was a task of quite another kind: it seemed
easier than the taking over of Wales, because the wealthier
part of Scotland, the Lowlands, and the capital, Edinburgh,
were organized under a French-speaking nobility, just like
England south of the border. The Highlands, speaking their
Celtic tongue and maintaining their tribal customs, had already
come to regard themselves as one nation with the Lowlands,
and as the Lowlands held much the greater part of the wealth,
and as the centre of government lay there, the similarity, or
rather identity, between the two social conditions north and
south of the border should have made Edward's task the
easier.
On the other hand, Scotland had what Wales had not, and
that was a unity of national feeling. It was this still somewhat
obscure sense of nationhood which in the long-run was to
defeat the efforts at unity. It hasr of course, been exaggerated
(like all the early beginnings of nationalism) by the intensely
nationalistic spirit of modern times, but it already existed, and
was the main force antagonistic to Edward's schemes. As we
have seen, acknowledgment after acknowledgment had been
made admitting the suzerainty of the English Crown, but there
had been forged as yet no real tie.
Edward's opportunity for interfering in the northern kingdom
and establishing his power over it in more than nominal form
came in the year 1286.   In the March of that year the King of
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